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The Koreshan Communitarians'
Papers and Publications in Estero, 18941963
by Irvin D.S. Winsboro

T

he Koreshan Unity settlement in Estero is one of Florida's
most interesting yet largely under-researched chapters of
history. Organized by the mystical Cyrus Teed, the
Koreshans created at the turn of the twentieth century one of
Florida's few self-sustaining communal societies. The original
Koreshans are gone now, but their heritage lives on in the form of
the Koreshan State Historic Site in Estero, reminding over fifty
thousand annual visitors of one of Florida's unique historical
episodes. In particular, the Koreshans' leading economic enterprises-their
publishing ventures-reflected the crux of the
Koreshan experience in Florida. Their extant literature and disparate archived documents represent a rich and largely untapped
legacy for researchers interested in pursuing this significant aspect
of state and national historyryl

Ixvin D.S. Winsboro is professor of History, African American Studies, and
Southwest Florida Studies at Florida Gulf Coast University. He wishes to thank
William H. Grace, descendent of Koreshan families, the late Jo Bigelow, former
president of the Koreshan Unity Foundation, Inc., and Joe Knetsch, Ronald L.
Lewis, Dave Mock, and the staff of the Koreshan State Historical Site for their assistance in the completion of this article.
1. Although the Koreshans represent one of a handful of communal experiments in Florida, scant historical attention has been given to the srate's communal (or Utopian) settlements. Regarding the absence of communal
societies in the literature, see, for example, Charlton W. Tebeau and William
Marina, A History of lGwida (Coral Gables, Fla., 1999); Michael Cannon,
Flo7ida: A Short Histmy (Gainesville,Fla., 1993); and idem, ed., The New Histmy
of Horkih (Gainesville, Ha., 1996).
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In the mid-1880s, religious visionary and itinerant philosopher
Cyrus Teed founded the Koreshan Unity communal home in
The colony of 110 followers took its name from
Chicago, ~llinois.~
"Koresh," the Biblical translation of Cyrus, and centered its
"Koreshanity" beliefs on religious freedom, the biunity of God,
reincarnation, celibacy, the geodetic theory (or the hollow earth
theory), utopian socialism, economic self-sufficiency, "equity" for
women, and the "immutable truthsn of ancient Christian communal living. Rather than equality, the Koreshans believed in equity
for their large female membership because they recognized and
celebrated the individuality of people and their skills, and felt that
enforcing equality meant creating uniformity. Affiliated Koreshan
"study groupsn appeared in San Francisco, Portland, Baltimore,
and Lynn and Springfield, Massachusetts. They numbered, by
Teed's reckoning, "thousands" of devotee^.^
Teed believed that his movement required room to grow and
that the membership needed haven from the ridicule and prejudice of his neighbors. Following a selfdefined "mystical experience," Teed told his followers that God had ordained him to build
a New Jerusalem, a thriving commercial community of some ten
million inhabitants. In order to escape the critical eye of the more
populous North, Teed eventually selected a location in the "wilds"
of south Florida near present-day Estero Bay. Upon inspection,
Teed considered the site ideal because of its access to major waterways and its remote location some fifteen miles south of the county seat, the small catfle town of Fort Myers.
With plans for such a large number of followers, the layout of
New Jerusalem proved ambitious. The shape of the city was to be
octagonal: its center was to be a thirty-six-square-mile grid of
streets and avenues. The central feature of the square was to be a
temple celebrating 'the great fame of the Koreshans." New
Jerusalem's expansion would draw worldwide maritime commerce
and industry, centered at Estero Bay adjacent to the Gulf of
Mexico. Teed's vision included a trans-Florida canal to promote
worldwide shipping to and through his New Jerusalem. Utilizing
2.

3.

Claude J. Rahn, "SomeBrief Phases of Koreshan Universology,"The Amnican
EagEG 45 (March 1967): 7; Elliott J. Mackle, "The Koreshan Unity in Florida,
1894-1910" (M.A.thesis, University of Miami, 1971), 17.
William Alfred Hinds, American Communith and co-opmatiye Colunies (Chicago,
1908), 482-85, for a discussion of "Koreshanity."Teed's claim of "thousands"
of followers is probably exaggerated
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these networks of trade, the community would surely prosper and
become the center of a new world order, or so Teed persuaded
hundreds of followers who relocated with him to Lee County at the
turn-of-thecentury. Teed's charismatic leadership proved the
fountainhead for such ideas and associated practices until his
death in 1908, after which the Koreshan compound of some 300
persons and their outlying holdings of some 7,500 acres (incorporated in 1904 as the municipality of Estero) began a steady decline
in membership, activities, and outreach programs, especially its
once-flourishing publishing ventures4
As the Koreshan Unity's central business practice and official
organ, the Guiding Star Publishing House became the primary
source of Koreshan proselytizing efforts and of written material
about its south Florida colony. In the words of the Koreshans:
"These books, pamphlets, and tracts are designed to present some
of the fundamental principles and brief expositions of Koreshan
Science, which is entirely different from all other cults in its interpretation of the laws and phenomena of the universe, and in the
revelation of the character and relation of God and man."
Eventually, with offices in San Francisco and Allegheny,
Pennsylvania, the press produced a variety of literature, including
over thirty-five pamphlets, tracts, leaflets, charts, and books such as
The Cellular Cosmogony: Or T h Earth as a Concave Sphere, T h Mystery
of the Gentiles,The Immortal Manhood, and The Great Red Dragon. Its
periodicals included The Guiding Star, The Flaming Swmd, The
Plowshare and Pruning Hook, The Salvatm and Scientist, and later its
longest running and most widely circulated publication, The
A men'can Eaghe5
Although these pamphlets, newspapers, and magazines were
essentially in-house publications enunciating Koreshan ideals, the
articles and advertisements printed in them clearly reflected the
Koreshans' linkages to secular events as well as to their own metaphysical belief^.^ In particular, the publishing enterprises reenforced three facets of Koreshan ideology: communitarianism,

4.

5.
6.

"Dr.Cyrus Teed Dead-Has Passed Away and Is No More,"Fint Myers h s , 24
December 1908; Sara Weber Rea, The K m h a n Story (Estero, Fla., 1994), 5572; Hinds, Ammican Communities, 471-85.
"KoreshanLiterature," The $laming Sword 56 (January1942): 1 1.
The Elaming Swmd 14 (1900);The SaEvator and Scientist 1 (September 1895); 7Yae
Plowshare and Pruning Hook 1 (1 May 1891); Rea, The Koreshan Story,811 .
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I

Estero in early twentiethcenturyLee County, Fla. Courtesy ofJoe Knetsch, TaUaharsee,

&.

commercial socialism, and equity for women. The publishing ventures functioned as a vibrant "voice" of the Koreshans and reflected their practices and beliefs for many decades. For historians, the
papers and literature produced in Estero provide some of the best
firsthand accounts of life in early twentieth-century Florida, as well
as some of the period's most essential demographic, economic,
and political data. How the press began and relocated to the Gulf
region represents an interesting and largely ignored chapter in
Florida history.
In 1880, Cyrus Teed unsuccessfully attempted to establish a
Koreshan enclave in Moravia, New York. In 1884, he made a second attempt in New York City. The following year a tabloid publication called The Guiding Star became the Koreshans' new voice to
https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol83/iss2/5
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equity commissioner, James Bubbett, Henry D. Silverfriend, and
Charles N. Greenfield controlled a majority of the press stock, valued at some $20,000. Bubbett and Silverfriend later became
deeply involved in the operations of the Guiding Star Publishing
House when it relocated to Estero.lo
The Flaming Sword newspaper remained the organization's
major publication for Koreshan Universology and secular develop
ments for decades. Like other Koreshan Unity's publications, it
remained basically an in-housejournal, but the writings and advertisements it contained revealed an awareness of, and sometimes
even active involvement in, the larger social, economic, and political issues of the day. Usually written by Dr. Teed himself, the lead
articles covered the first two or three pages of the issue and sometimes consisted of as many as fourteen parts serialized throughout
ensuing issues. In a typical 1890 issue of Thc F[oming Sword, the
front page contained the beginning of a long article on biblical
and philosophical matters. Such disquisitions typified the front
pages of this and other Koreshan periodicals.
Teed's equally ubiquitous "Editorial Perspective," usually two
and one-half pages in length, in The Flaming Sword reflected his
ideas on varied topics, many of which centered on controversial
social and political issues and on the planned New Jerusalem. This
was generally followed by a section of challenges and answers,
called "Editorial Discussions and Miscellany," which included
sprightly exchanges between the general public and the editors of
the paper regarding the nature and impact of Koreshanity. The
Ikming Swmd frequently contained short selections from different
newspapers across the country, although they generally appeared
as ephemeral matter to the lead stories."
Other columns included a listing of The fiming Swords
exchanges. These were instances in which articles appeared in
other newspapers, measurably increasing interest in and readership of Koreshan literature. One or two pages of advertisements
informed readers of the Guiding Star Publishing House's other
publications. Advertisements also touted products of Koreshan
10. Company Formation Record, Daily Englewood Company, July 16, 1897,
KUA/COL; The Guiding Star 1 (1886), 2 (1888);fimang Sward, inaugural issue
(30 November 1889);Robert Lynn Rainard, "In the Name of Humanity: The
Koreshan Unity" (MA. thesis, University of South Florida, 1974), 19.
1I. The fiming Swmd 15 (7 December 1900-3 May 1901 ) ; indexes of The Flaming
Sword 15 (7 December 1901-3 May 1901), KUA/COL.
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communicate their ideas to the world. Teed launched The Guiding
Star at "Room 55 Central Music Hall, Chicago." Shaped like a Pamphlet, The Guiding Starwas unusual for its number of articles about
faith-healing. Later, as Koreshan beliefs evolved, the Unity printed fewer articles on cosmogony, choosing instead to emphasize
such issues as social equity for women and blacks and discussions
about how to create and manage successful businesses.'
Founded in 1888, The Guiding Star Publishing House itself is
first mentioned in Volume 2 of The Guiding Star. It appears to have
paralleled and eventually supplanted another Koreshan printing
enterprise, the Daily Englewood Company? Over the many years
of its existence, the Guiding Star Publishing House sustained both
the spiritual and secular lifeblood of the Koreshan Unity and
recorded its evolving experiences. It also produced voluminous literature on the Koreshans, their leader, and their interwoven
brand of religious and secular views known as the Koreshan
"Universology."
On May 8, 1897, the Daily Englewood Company (taking its
name from Englewood Avenue) incorporated in Chicago under
the laws of Illinois. The company was to "engage in printing, p u b
lishing, binding, etching, stereotyping, and engraving. . . and dealing in periodicals and in the general business of distributing and
circulating all sorts of printed matter and literature." Besides p u b
lishing T h Guiding Star (which The f i m i n g Swmd replaced in
1889),the Koreshan facilities in Illinois turned out general custom
printing. The Koreshans considered "Pamphlet Work a Specialty,"
but they also bound and rebound books.g Although Eveline
Bubbett served as manager and Berthaldine Boomer served as an
7.

8.
9.

The first issue of The Guiding Star contained no fewer than six articles about
the related fields of faith healing, mental science, and Christian science. At
twenty-four pages, the initial issue of 7 k Guiding Starwas not small in length.
It was small in dimensions: the first issue measured nine inches tall by six
inches wide; The Guiding Star 1 (1886). Issues of The Flaming Sword contain
nearly no reference to faith healing, mental science, or Christian science. See
The Fkrming Sword indexes (incomplete), Koreshan Unity Foundation
Archives, College of Life Foundation, Inc., Estero, Fla. (hereafter
KUA/COL); Rea, The Kareshan Story, 4 5 .
Kenneth Edwin Anderson, "The A k a n Eagle: A Unique Florida Weekly
Newspaper" (MA. thesis, University of Florida, 1970), 13.
Articles of Incorporation, State of Illinois, Cook County, 8 May 1897;
Company Formation Record, Daily Englewood Company, 16July 1897, both
in KUA/COL; The Guiding Star 1 (1886); advertisement, The Fihming Sword 9
(May 1896).
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Dr. Cyrus R Teed, aka. Koresh, stands beside a tarpon. C o u Of~ the #hi&
Phobgmphic cou@ction,T-.
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businesses or announced the date and time of Cyrus Teed's lectures. Still other columns concerned railroad schedules and other
worldly news. After relocation to south Florida, the Koreshan
faithful meticulously hand-collected back and current issues of The
Flaming Sword and other of its publications in a bindery located at
its Estero compound.
The FZaming Sword's companion publication, The Plowshare and
Pruning Hook, issued from the press on May 1, 1891. Typical of
Koreshan literature, The Plowshare and Pruning Hook remained an
in-house newsletter, presenting Koreshan ideology as well as the
Unity's interpretations of contemporary events, especially labor
issues. Publishing at the San Francisco communal home ceased in
November of 1891, when Teed closed the West Coast commune
and shifted the printing operation to Chicago. Another Koreshan
Unity branch opened in Allegheny, Pennsylvania, and published
the first issue of The Salvator and Scientist. This small magazine
dealt with the geodetic, or hollow earth, theory which claimed the
earth to be a hollow sphere in which all humanity eventually
reposed. This branch of the publishing house would also relocate
to Chicago.12 The Salvator and Scimtist was short-lived, however,
and The Plowshare and the PruningHuok and The Flaming Sword continued as the Guiding Star Publishing House's two noteworthy
achievements.
Unlike The Naming Sword, which discussed an array of
Koreshan beliefs, The Plowshare and Pruning Hook printed only matters concerning labor issues and developments of the late nineteenth century. The paper defined its mission "to lay bare the
hideous baseness of the so-called political economy at present in
vogue" and assured readers that "we shall not be oblivious to the
retaliating but iniquitous tactics of the Trades-Union laborer."
Articles in this and other Koreshan periodicals made it clear that
the Unity paid attention to "workers' equity" issues on a national
and even international scale.13 Yet, labor issues paled in comparison to the social issues which so preoccupied the energies of the
Guiding Star Publishing House's governing board. By the late

12. The Salvatm and Scientist 1 (September 1895); The Plowshare and Pruning Hook
1 (1 May 1891), 1 (14 November 1891)
13. C.J. McLaughlin, "TheMission of this Paper," The Plowshare and Auning Hook
1 (1 May 1891); "The Czar Admits His Responsibility for a Great Outrage,"
The Plowshare and Auning Hook 1 (1 August 1891).
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1890s, the board decided to cease printing The Plowshare and
Pruning Hook, The Guiding Star, and its other lesser vehicles.
Only The Floming Sword remained active. It appeared as a
weekly tabloid through the Estero experiment until the Koreshans
reconfigured it as a monthly magazine in 1906. Today, these
bound volumes, distributed in various holdings, archives, and
libraries, represent one of the richest sources of the Koreshan
experiences.14 They are sought after by both generalists and specialists in communitarian studies and scholars interested in the
larger contributions of the Koreshans to the nation's social and
political thought at the turn of the century. Indeed, these volumes
provide a fertile ground for primary research into an aspect of
Florida history that has now captured wide attention.
While its periodicals decreased in number, the Guiding Star
Publishing House continued to print books. In October 1898, it
produced perhaps its most significant non-periodical, The CeUuZar
Cosmogony. At about 230 pages, this book described experiments
by the Koreshan-sponsored "Geodetic Survey Team* carried out
on Naples Beach in 1897 in order to prove the hollow earth theory. Although Cyrus Teed purportedly wrote most of this work,
information by other noted Koreshan authors such as Ella M.
Castle also appeared in it. The tract was based on research carried
out by Professor Ulysses Grant Morrow, head of the Geodetic
Team which used an elongated accordion yardstick, called a rectilineater, to measure the earth's curvature over a distance of six
miles along the beach.15 Although less than scientific in nature
and execution, the team's findings ostensibly served to prove
Teed's hollow earth theory and provided the Koreshans with evidence to tout their pseudo-scientific beliefs to the world.
Besides its books and newspapers, the publishing house printed numerous other materials, including brain charts, song books,
schedules for the numerous Koreshan festivals, arts and industrial
shows, concerts and exhibitions, and special pamphlets concern14. Rea, The Koreshun S t q , 10; The fiming S w d 14 ( 1900); The Flaming Sword
Indexes, 18841912, KUA/COL. The KUA/COL collection of bound volumes of The Flaming Sword spans almost the entire time the publication was
printed. The Foundation also had bound volumes of The Guiding Star, The
Plowshare and h n i n g Hook, and Thc Ametican Eagle at the time of research for
this study.
15. See "Chat with Readers. The New Book is Readyl" The Flaming Swwd 12 (7
October 1898); Koresh (Cyrus Teed), The CeUular Cosmogony: Or the Earth a
Concave S p k (1899; reprint, Estero, Fla., 1988).
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ing Koreshan ideals, such as reincarnation and the hollow earth
theory. The Koreshans also printed the works of Swedish mystic
and religious writer, Emanuel Swedenborg, whose writings influenced Teed's metaphysics and his desire to relocate from the
urban North to a remote southern site like ~ s t e r 0 . l ~
By the time that the Koreshans moved en masse to southwest
Florida in the early twentieth century, Teed had claimed celestial
right to all matters of leadership. In order to spread the Bible's
revelations and his own, Teed accelerated recruitment through
both the spoken and written word. Hence, the Koreshans expanded their emphasis on publishing and disseminating informational
and proselytizing literature. As the south Florida commune grew
to be the largest and only permanent Koreshan compound, Teed
decided to move the publishing house and its myriad ventures and
records to the backwaters of Lee County in 1903.17
That year an article in The I;laming Sword predicted that publishing would take root in the southwest Florida commune within two to
three months, but seven months actually elapsed before the presses
of the newly incorporated Guiding Star Publishing House resumed
operation. During that time, the print shop's six presses, folders,
cutters, machinery, and a sixty-horsepower boiler and engine were
disassembled into thousands of pieces, loaded onto railroad cars,
and shipped to Punta Gorda, Florida, where they were reloaded
onto a series of progressively smaller boats in preparation for their
long water transport to Estero. A massive two-story 38' x 70' print
shop constructed fiom local heart-pine housed the reassembled
printing equipment at the center of the Koreshan compound. In
early 1904, the Unity added another $10,000 worth of printing
machinery, including some cylinder-powered presses and various
assortments of type.18 The new printing equipment helped the
16. The author surveyed miscellaneous issues of The Guiding Star, The FZuming
Sword, The Plowshare and Runing Hook, Salvator and Scimtist, and TheAmerican
EagZe for information on Koreshan publications;Ella M. Castle, Koreshan Songs
(Chicago Beth-Ophrah, Ill., 1897); advertisement, The a m i n g Sword 14 (27
April 1900); Koresh, "The Illumination of Koresh. Marvelous Experience of
the Great Alchemist at Utica, New York,"n-d., pamphlet, KUA/COL. Koresh
was Cyrus Teed's pen name. It is the classic Hebrew translation of Cyrus.
17. Company Formation Record, Daily Englewood Company, 16 July 1897;
Company Name Change document, loose-leaf folder, both in KUA/COL;
Rea, Korahan Story, 19-20.
18. Certif1cat.eof Meeting to Organize, State of Illinois, Cook County, 19 Januaq
1903; Treasurer's Report, The Guiding Star Publishing House, Inc. (successor to the Daily Englewood Company), 1 February 1904, both in KUA/COL.

https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol83/iss2/5

10

Winsboro: The Koreshan Communitarians' Papers and Publications in Edtero, 1

Unity expand publications and catapulted publishing into one of
the community's essential and most far-flung businesses.
The Flaming Swmd, which the organization re-established and
expanded in Estero as part of its printing priorities, remained fourteen pages long until it became a monthly publication in 1906.
Afterward, The Flaming Swmd doubled its pagination.lg At about
the same time, Teed prodded the Guiding Star Publishing House
to begin printing a new and more politicized newsletter, The
Ammican Eagle, which continued in print in various forms through
the 1990~.~*
Motivated in large part by Teed's desire to defeat local
Bourbon Democrats, The American Eagle at first centered its stories
on Koreshan political views but quickly extended coverage to Lee
County and national issues, such as south Florida's transportation
development, citrus and tourist industries, and even more mundane yet newsworthy items as railroad and boat schedules. The
Koreshan settlers took such pride in the publishing enterprise that
they wrote of it as "the best equipped" press room of the era. A
Koreshan pamphlet called the structure "one of the best printing
and binding establishments in the state."21 Indeed, the Guiding
Star Publishing House in Estero included state-of-the-art equip
ment, including modern photographic and engraving equipment
and dark room facilities that possibly matched or surpassed any
publishing venture in Florida.
Evelyn Bubbett managed a staff of twenty-five people who ran
the printing press. The Koreshan belief in equity of women
allowed more of the females at the commune to hold positions of
responsibility in the industrial park than women tended to have in
other small Florida towns like Fort Myers, Naples, and Miami. For
19. "Our Last Issue in Chicago," The Flaming Sword 18 (14 June 1904); Ulysses
Grant Morrow, "TheOpen Court of Inquiry. Review of Our Work in Florida.
The Great Task of Removal from Chicago Successfully Accomplished," The
naming Sword 18 (26 November 1904); "Publisher's Announcements.
Important Matter Concerning The Flaming Sword in Florida," The EZaming
S w d 17 (16 October 1903); The fiming Swwd 2 1 (15 January 1907); The
Flaming S w d indexes, KUA/COL.
20. Long-time editor Allen H. Andrew presented a useful Koreshan account of
the founding of The American Ea& in his A Yank Pivneer in Florida: Recounting
the Adventurn o f a City Chup Who Cam to the Wilds of South FImidu in the 1890's
and k i d to Ctaw Up W& the County (Jacksonville,Fla., 1950), 4348.
21. Rea, The Kmwhan Story,56; Rainard, "Inthe Name of Humanity," TheAmerican
Eagle, 7 June 1906, 7374; Koresh, and E.B. Webster, The Koreshan Unity: Cooperative (Estero, Fla., 1907), 37-38.
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example, in 1910, seven years after the Guiding Star Publishing
House had moved to Estero, women represented only about 14.7
percent of all workers involved in publishing and printing in
Florida. At the Koreshan Unity, women comprised 40.5 percent
(nine of the twenty workers in the print shop).22 While not
demonstrating true equality between the sexes (men held most of
the editorial and supervisory positions), the high percentage of
women working in printing did reflect the Koreshans' belief and
practice of allowing women "their vision of equity" in facets of
community life other than domesticity.
In 1908, the Koreshan's founder Cyrus Teed died of a chronic neurological
With his demise the Koreshan movement rapidly declined. Without the commanding presence of
their charismatic leader, Koreshan settlers began quarreling
among themselves over issues of succession and governance. The
divisive controversy over direction of the commune and a palpable
disenchantment of the younger followers over celibacy led many
recent converts to leave the community in a steady trickle of apostates. By the time the Great Depression settled on the United
States in the 1930s,about fifty of the original converts remained in
Estero. The number of "old guard" members continually dwindled until only four were left in a communal seniors' home by
1960. As the original membership was about to pass, the final president, German immigrant Hedwig Michel, sought to ensure the
historical memory of the Koreshans by negotiating with the State
of Florida to create a Koreshan State Historic Site on some of the
Unity's original lands. In 1961, the state officially added the
Koreshans' 305-acre gift to its state park system, thus ensuring the
institutionalization of the Koreshan legacy for generations to
come.
Even as these events transpired, however, the Guiding Star
Publishing house remained active and continued sporadic printing of The Flaming Sword and more routine printing of The American
Identification of Koreshan Unity Membership, Koreshan Unity Foundation,
KUA/COL (printed blue sheets, filled in with the members' name, occupation, age, and other data are listed, similar to a census); Anderson, "The
American Eagle,,"22, 20; Koresh and Webster, The Kmeshan Unity:Gopratzve,
38; Department of Commerce and Labor, Thirtenth Census of the United States,
Taken in the Year 1910: Abstract of the Census. Supplement for FZorida
(Washington, D.C., 1913), 644.
"A Resume of the Life of Dr. Cyrus Teed and Followers,"Fort Myers Press, 31
December 1908.
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Eagle, as well as leaflets and books. The Amen'can Eagle served as the
principal Koreshan publication through World War 11. Generally,
the paper published heavy doses of Unity canon, as well as usefbl
information on local, national, and international events.
Researchers can also glean much information about the region
and the era from the paper's advertisements which ranged from
the latest technological advancements (e.g., telephones, electricity, phonographs, and automobiles) to information about agricultural and industrial developments (e.g., bean crops, advanced
fertilizer, and figs as a "payin crop") and key transportation
improvements (e.g., introduction of steamer lines) to more mundane features of life (e.g., laundry sewices, banks, "Magnolia
Balm," and "Wilson Bros. Summer Underwear").
In retrospect, the paper so thoroughly covered the regional
events of southwest Florida that it arose as a major purveyor of
local news, views, and social and entertainment events. When possible, the press augmented its income-meager as it was-by j o b
bing outside works from non-~oreshans.~~
In this regard, the
Guiding Star Publishing House fulfilled a rather unusual and useful function for the region, while simultaneously providing outreach and income for the shrinking membership. The paper in
general provided a constant and rich source of Florida history
through the mid-twentieth century, when an unforeseen disaster
struck the once-flourishing community.
On February 15, 1949, Laurie Bubbett, whose father James
had been one of the original stockholders of the printing plant,
saw smoke spewing from the print shop. He rushed to quash the
fire and, in desperation, telephoned the Fort Myers fire department for help, but his efforts to save the building failed. The
heart-pine used in the publishing house's construction blazed
away like tinder. Intense heat from the fire quickly warped and
melted the Koreshans' printing presses and type. Stacks of publications, some bound, others awaiting binding, all disappeared in
flames. Perhaps even more appalling for the remaining Koreshans
was the loss of some of their business files which had been stored
in the building. The charred ruins of the press smoldered for

24. Richard S. Berrey, "The Koreshan Unity: An Economic History of a
Communistic Experiment in Floridan (M.A. thesis, University of Florida,
1928), 73.
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weeks.25 The economic and emotional stress of the fire on the
Koreshans lasted indefinitely.
The fiming Sword never resumed publication. Hedwig Michel
revived The Ammican Eagle in May 1965 in an attempt to keep the
"spirit" of the Koreshans alive. However, when The Ammican Eagle
resumed publication, its mission changed. Because the Unity
never rebuilt the once majestic publishing house, Michel now had
toj o h u t the paper to printers outside the reconstituted Koreshan
Unity, and later the Koreshan Unity Foundation, Inc., legal heir to
the Unity. Henceforth, the paper served as a historical tabloid,
always containing some information about the original Koreshans
and contemporary developments that affected the Koreshan heirs.
Although this newspaper as well as the CeUular Cosmgmy and a few
other publications remained in print, they were not printed in

ester^.^^
Today, the richest collection of Koreshan materials is housed
in the former Koreshan Unity Foundation, Inc., headquarters
building. The site, constructed in 1979, contained a vast array of
Koreshan and Koreshan-related paper, memoirs, records, pamphlets, books, and artifacts that Hedwig Michel collected and Jo
Bigelow (the last president of the Foundation) supervised until her
recent death. Upon Bigelow's death, Koreshan Unity Foundation,
Inc., passed into new, non-Koreshan leadership, the principals of
whom replaced the Koreshan Unity name with the name of Teed's
once-planned College of Life. While Bigelow allowed selected
researchers to mine the archives during her tenure (the author
being one of only two or three researchers to examine the archives
over the last fifteen years), the current leadership of the College of
Life Foundation, Inc., has sealed the archives pending its long-neglected inventorying and cataloging and proper disposition. For
researchers, access to these records and materials may remain elusive until the archives is opened to the public or relocated to
another institution.

25. L.M. Bubbett, "To Friends and Subscribers to The &laming Sword," 25 April
1949. This two-page circular details the fire that destroyed the print shop.
The fire was considered "of unidentified originn;Rea, The Koreshan Stmy, 5759.
26. The last issues of TheAmerican Eagle that were printed before the fire were volume 43, no. 38 (6January 1949) and volume 43, no. 39 (13 January 1949);
see, "PhoenixOut of the Ashes," The American Eagla 44 (1 May 1965).

https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol83/iss2/5
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Even so, Koreshan primary materials are widely available
through other venues. Prior to ferreting out these disparate
sources, however, researchers should review the following materials in order to construct an investigative baseline: Fimt M y m Press,
1903to 1908; Pension Records, Cyrus R Teed, Soldier's Certificate
No. 23385, National Archives, Washington, D.C. (enlightening
information on Teed's movement and residences until his death in
1908 and his attempts to collect pension awards based on his short
Civil War service); Census of the United States: 1910-Population
190.5-Lee
County, Florida, Estero-Koreshan Unity, MR 163,
National Archives, Washington, D.C.; "The Koreshan Unity
Company, Certificate of Incorporation," filed September 25,1903,
KUA/COL, Estero, Florida and Florida State Archives,
Tallahassee, Florida; "Certificate of Name Change, State of Illinois,
Cook County," January 19, 1903 (for name change of publishing
house from The Daily Englewood Company to The Guiding Star
Publishing House, Inc.) , KUA/COL, Estero, Florida and Florida
State Archives, Tallahassee, Florida. The Cellular C o s m o p y : Or The
Earth a Concave Sphere (Chicago, 1899) may still be found widely in
original and reprint versions, providing critical information on the
Koreshans, their cosmogony, and their founder, Koresh (Cyrus R.
Teed).
Published by STARS, 2004
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The Koreshan State Historic Site in Estero houses Koreshan
source documents, in addition to its collection of Koreshan artifacts and buildings. While most of the materials are not cataloged,
the Historic Site's rangers and staff are knowledgeable about materials and eager to assist researchers. Primary source materials available at the Koreshan State Historic Site include:
The Guiding Star: The Expositor of the Divine Science. Vol. 1 ,
No. 1, Dec. 1886 to Vol. 3, No. 5, May 1889
The Naming Sword Copies begin with Vol. 3, No. 1,
January 1892. Various issues through the January
Quarterly, 1949 (approximately 131 copies in all)
The Plowshare and the Pruning Hook. Vol. 1 , No. 1 (San
Francisco: May 1, 1891) through Vol. 31, No. 26
(November 14,1891)
The Plowshare and the Pruning Hook. Vol. 2, No. 1
(Chicago:July 7,1894) through Vol. 2, No. 17 (Chicago:
October 27, 1894)
The American Eagle. Various issues, beginning with April
4,1935 to October 1999
*Approximately three archival boxes containing correspondence of Cyrus Teed, Emma Teed Norton, George
Hunt, Laurie Bubbett, and others.
The Historic Site maintains and makes available copies of the
"Koreshan Unity Settlement, 18941977," a 171-page guide to primary source materials and the buildings' histories and conditions.
The Historic Site also has a useful website that includes valuable
links for serious researchers of the Koreshan experience in
Florida.
A keyword search of the Special Collections at the University
of South Florida discloses original Koreshan literature, as will a key
word search of the Florida State University System and the Library
of Congress. An excellent bibliography on the Koreshans as well
as other communal groups is at http://www.mnsfld.edu/
-skaspere/Restricted/Koreshan.html. The "unofficial" web site of
the Koreshans is http://Koreshanshs.tripod.com, containing articles as well as a PDF version of the photograph catalog, which is
updated about every two months as it is processed.
Accessing the Florida Heritage Collection through the
PALMM Project 2000 will yield twenty-nine early issues of The
Fktming Sword. Rollins College Archives and Special Collections in
https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol83/iss2/5

16

Winsboro: The Koreshan Communitarians' Papers and Publications in Edtero, 1

THEKORESHAN
COMMUNITARIANS
189
Winter Park, Florida, holds a number of Koreshan books, pamphlets, and studies, and should not be overlooked by researchers.
In a similar vein, investigators of the Koreshan-Florida nexus
should seek primary materials in the University of Southern
Indiana's Special Collections and University Archives (which focuses on communitarian holdings), and in The Shaker Library in
Poland Springs, Maine. The historical Association of Southern
Florida's Charlton W. Tebeau Library of Florida History will yield
copies of The American Eagle dating back to 1906.
Koreshan land transactions are recorded in the Monroe
County and Lee County Court Houses, and in the records of the
U.S. Land Office, Gainesville, Florida, Series 914, Container 53,
Florida State Archives in Tallahassee. The State Archives also
holds notable correspondence produced by the original settlers of
Estero (in the form of land transaction communications) in Series
914, Container 53. The federal government completed surveys of
the Estero River (actually a tidewater creek) and the Koreshan
impact on that waterway, codified as House Committee on Rivers
and Harbors 1903--U.S. Congress, House, 2nd Session, House
Document No. 175, 2-5, and House Committee Report on Rivers
and Harbors, U.S. Congress, House, 1st session, House Document
No. 529, 1916, 1-12. Numerous significant materials are found in
the minutes of the Lee County Commissioners and in the tax
records of Lee County, both of which may be accessed at the Lee
County Courthouse in Fort Myers. Especially telling of Koreshan
economic life are the numerous Quit-Claim Deeds, Indentures,
and tax liens found in the Lee County Courthouse Records
Division.
Valuable primary sources are Allen H. Andrews, A Yankee
Pioneer in Bon'da (Jacksonville,Fla., 1950) written by the son of Dr.
A.W.K. Andrews and Virginia Andrews, early followers of Teed and
among the first Koreshan settlers in Estero; Estero, FZa., Memoirs of
the Fimt Settlers (Fort Myers Beach, Fla., 1967), written by E.E.
Damkohler, son of Gustave Damkohler, the German immigrant
whose donation of land comprised the original Koreshan holdings
in southwest Florida; and The Koreshan Story (Estero, Fla., 1994),
completed by Sara Weber Rea, a Koreshan Unity volunteer who
based the book on original articles in The American Eagle, as well as
the newer journals, letters, and other Koreshan papers and publications put out by the Guiding Star Publishing House. Leroy
L'Arnoureux's Early Days m Estm Island: An Old T i m Reminiscences
Published by STARS, 2004
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(Fort Myers Beach, Fla., 1967) is yet another readily available work
providing primary coverage of the Koreshan experience in Lee
County.
Also worthy of researchers' time are sources that iden* disparate Koreshan collections and papers in their introductions and
bibliographies: Kenneth Edwin Anderson, " The Ama'can Eagle: A
Unique Florida Weekly Paper" (M.A. thesis, University of Florida,
1970); Elliott James Mackle, Jr., "The Koreshan Unity in Florida:
18941910" (M.A. thesis, University of Miami, 19'71); Richard S.
Berrey, "The Koreshan Unity: An Economic History of a
Communistic Experiment in Florida" (MA. thesis, University of
Florida, 1928); Howard David Fine, "Koreshan Unity Utopian
Community: We Live Inside the World" (M.A. thesis: University of
Notre Dame, 1972); and Barbara Hutchings, "The Utopian
Geography of Estero, Floridan (M.A. thesis, Florida Atlantic
University, 1999). Finally, this author identifies these works and
numerous other valuable sources of Koreshan materials in the
footnotes of his "'The New Life is Here': The Koreshan Unity and
Its Commercial Enterprises in South Florida, 18941961,"
Communal Societies 22 (autumn 2002): 45-57,
Only a few hundred Koreshans settled at Estero, but a far
greater number of people read and subscribed to their periodicals.
These publications helped preserve the principles and actions of
the Koreshan Unity well past its demise. The Guiding Star
Publishing House made the communal society known nationally
and even internationally, and in the process brought external
attention to Florida during the first half of the twentieth century.
Further research into this unusual aspect of state history will add
significantly to the ever-growing body of literature illuminating the
complex Florida experience.
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